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Synopsis

The book that started it all! Little House in the Big Woods is the first book in Laura Ingalls Wilder’s
treasured Little House series, which is based on her life growing up as an American pioneer. Told
from four-year-old Laura’s point of view, this story begins in 1871 in a little log cabin on the edge of
the Big Woods of Wisconsin. Laura lives in the little house with her pa, her ma, her sisters Mary and
Carrie, and their trusty dog, Jack. Pioneer life is sometimes hard for the family, since they must
grow or catch all their own food as they get ready for the cold winter. But it is also exciting as Laura
and her family celebrate Christmas with homemade toys and treats, do the spring planting, bring in
the harvest, and make their first trip into town. And every night they are safe and warm in their little
house, with the happy sound of Pa’s fiddle sending Laura and her sisters off to sleep. And so begins
Laura Ingalls Wilder’s beloved story of a pioneer girl and her family. The nine Little House books
have been cherished by generations of readers and listeners as both a unique glimpse into
America’s frontier history and a heartwarming, unforgettable story. Correlates to the Common Core

State Standards in English Language Arts.
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Customer Reviews

| read this as a child, read it to my daughter at an early age, and now my granddaughter has
enjoyed. Provides lots of opportunities to mix in history and improvements in technology that have

definitely made our lives easier.

Great book and nice looking hard cover. Bought for kids 3rd grade class and didn’t even realize this



was the Little House on the Prairie story. Now that | know it is, I'm considering getting the whole

series.

This book will not have you begging to live the lifestyle Laura Ingalls lived, but it will shame you for
not having greater appreciation for all the material goods and conveniences you have
instantly.Laura Ingalls, without whining or complaining of how difficult life was, has done far more to
elucidate a period of American history that, nowadays, only inhabitants of poor countries can
comprehend.If no other bit of this book were read than her description of making butter in Winter,
we all would be more satisfied by today’s luxuries - C. William Anderson, aka Travis C. Ward.Get
this book and revel in Laura’s charming look at her childhood but also read between those lines. Her

generation was heroic. For similar types of readings | suggest also you read the Foxfire series.

| wrote a full review posted on the "Little Town on the Prairie" book page about my experience

buying the entire series. These are a winner!

| purchased this book, and "Farmer Boy," to replace them in an older set. | really would like to have
had the same books as the set | have, but the story is the same. | bought them also for my Mom to
read. She is 91 and enjoys the TV series. | also just wanted to complete my set. | read all these
books to my three daughters when they were children. The TV series is OK, but it gets syrupy and
contrived. The books are just good story telling. They are very much like a journal, and give us
insight in the early settling of our country. This was one family in one part of the country, very
different from other families and other parts, but, like a huge puzzle, the stories are pieces of one
section. They are comfortable reads for many age groups, but especially for children. They are very
good for reading out loud. When reading to my little girls, | would get sleepy and close my eyes for a
moment. | would tell them | was resting my eyes. | can still hear them saying, "Mom! Don'’t stop.

You’'ll go to sleep.”

Amazing view of life in the 1800’s. The family dynamics and history are poignant and memorable. |

read the books when | was young with my mother and it was fun rereading them.

Fantastic story telling by Ms. Wilder. There is a chapter where they talk about killing and gutting a

pig in depth, so | would recommend this book for children that can handle that.



Great classic | bought for my 8 yo son to read. Although some of the words are from a different era
(for instance, Laura might say "he didn’'t want to muss it up" and my son might ask, "did they mean
mess it up"?), he understands the story lines and is fascinated by old fashioned
activities/necessities like Pa needing to hunt or cut wood to survive or Ma making cheese over
several days. There are also minimal illustrations, which | appreciate because | want my son to

move away from picture books and start using his brain to create the magic from what he reads.
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